The Haves and the Have-Nets

Sean Pert surfs the Internet.

11:‘15 Cz;tet:iim }flt Manchester Metropolitan University I was
prattin c?t f? ha\fe_ access to the Internet. I found to my
o ’ a 1omhca!ly comp.hcated computer system,
answer to all my information needs...but something
useful and fun too,
tionT\t\/i}?}t\e:n;t has generated a great de'fll of media atten-
SHoale wi eﬁts the almost e.xplos.lv‘e rise in tl.1e number
o ando dave access to it. Originally designed as a
B Elr ucational topl, the Internet has rpush-
S e last ﬁvg years into a vast resource of infor-
. also a discussion forum and an extremely
powerful mass communication system. It allows comput-
:)ir?xlis:e]r the world‘to communicate with e.ach otherina
anguage via a telephone line. This means that
Whether you are using a terminal at an educational estab-
llshl.nent, your own personal computer, an Apple
Macintosh, an Amiga or some exotic machine at a com-
pany headquarters, you can exchange information with
other pe ple connected to the Internet. A personal link
requires a cornputer with a modem, a telephone ling and an
account with an Internet provider. Many colleges and
universities are already wired and will give access and
your own E-mail address.

Anyone who is familiar with Windows will find one of
the common Internet viewers easy to use. A viewer is a
program that allows you see all the text and graphics (and
even listen to accompanying sound). It also allows you to
download interesting files such as documents and photo-
graphs. Even entire computer programs can be transmit-
ted to your computer. These Internet programs all follow
the ‘point and click’ system you will be familiar with.

There are several pages that are of interest to speech
therapists and students. There are also discussion groups

@ and forums. The following are some sites I've visited and

" found useful. If you can't find the sites through the ad-

dresses at the end, use the search facility on the Int
viewer and at least one key site should ¢ ;

SITES
Judith Kuster’s Homepage at
an excellent start. This page
covering topics such as au
Parkinson’s disease, voice
resources. A
A similar site which als
Scott Bradley’s ”Te{\ ini
pathology and audiology”.

Mank

to be achieving its goal. Many people with ongoing diffi-
culties have dropped in to ask questions or leave com-
ments and a good idea of how the treatment of certain
client groups is evolving can be gleaned from this forum.

Due to the interest in computer speech recognition
there is a great deal of information on phonetics. The
International Phonetic Alphabet and how to cope with it
on an ASCII keyboard is the subject of David Prager
Branner’s pages. Here, active discussion is to be found on
the development of the alphabet, commonly used tran-
scriptions, and details of software and computers that can
give full and accurate transcript characters.

The Journal of Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics can
also be found on the net, with E-mail addresses for the
editors and a full listing of contents of the back issues.

The important and exciting aspect of using the Internet
is that it is a two-way communication. Using other Internet
programs (such as Internet Relay Chat, or IRC) you can
type messages in real time and exchange computer files at
the same time. The E-mail utility allows you to do the same
thing and is perhaps one of the most frequently used
functions of the Internet.

The Internet is expanding rapidly and becoming easier and
cheaper to use. Both the student and practising therapist
could potentially benefit from this vast information
resource. Links with other professionals world-wide can
be achieved, while electronic conferencing and long-
distance research collaboration are now possible. The
Internet is also an ideal way to raise awareness of
communication difficulties, as is already happening on the
Stuttering home pages. In the near future, the Internet
could be used directly to serve the profession and people
with communication difficulties in this country by means
home or the College and more information pages
ersity and Hospital Internet space.
iter jargon used so frequently with the
ou off trying it out. If you're inter-
one of the many beginner’s
shops, several of which come
nnection. A modem
puter to the telephone) is




INTERNET/INFANT FEEDING

Some Internet Site Addresses
Scott Bradley’s Ten Interesting Sites in Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, Department of
Communicative Disorders,

hitp//www.uww-edw/commdis/cdlinks.html

Judith Kuster, Communication and Speech Pathology
Related Pages at Mankato State University.

hltp:llwww.mankato.mus.cdnldeptlcomdlsldepthpl
MSU_Dept_ComDis.html

Stuttering Home Page
gopher:lIGopher.Mnkalo.MSUS.EDU:?OIlD-
1%3A7042%3A stuttering

MassachmqueralHospital-Depammo(Neurology
HomePage : Neurology Forum,

hltp:l/dembnmac.m;h.hamrd.edulneumwebfomml
neurowebforum.html

David Pager Branner’s International Phonetic Alphabet
http//wwots.let.ruu.nl/ipa.html B AF.




